Disaster Supplies Kit Checklist

You may need to survive on your own after a disaster. This means having your own food, water,
and other supplies in sufficient quantity to last for at least three days. Local officials and relief
workers will be on the scene after a disaster, but they cannot reach everyone immediately. You
could get help in hours, or it might take days.

Basic services such as electricity, gas, water, sewage treatment, and telephones may be cut off
for days, or even a week or longer. Or, you may have to evacuate at a moment’s notice and
take essentials with you. You probably will not have the opportunity to shop or search for the
supplies you need. A disaster supplies kit is a collection of basic items that members of a
household may need in the event of a disaster.

The following link has additional information about creating a disaster supplies kit:
http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/assemble disaster supplies kit.shtm.

Kit Locations

Since you do not know where you will be when an emergency occurs, prepare supplies for
home, work, and vehicles.

Maintaining Your Disaster Supplies Kit

Just as important as putting your supplies together is maintaining them so they are safe to use
when needed. Here are some tips to keep your supplies ready and in good condition:

e Keep canned foods in a dry place where the temperature is cool.

e Store boxed food in tightly closed plastic or metal containers to protect from pests and
to extend its shelf life.

e Throw out any canned good that becomes swollen, dented, or corroded.

e Use foods before they go bad, and replace them with fresh supplies.

e Place new items at the back of the storage area and older ones in the front.

e Change stored food and water supplies every six months. Be sure to write the date you
store it on all containers.

e Re-think your needs every year and update your kit as your family needs change.

e Keep items in airtight plastic bags and put your entire disaster supplies kit in one or two
easy-to-carry containers, such as an unused trashcan, camping backpack, or duffel bag.

Source: http://www.fema.qov/areyouready/assemble disaster supplies kit.shtm




